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PRESIDENTõS REPORT ð 2009/2010  

 
Every year annual reports start out with congratulating the club on the past 
season, and this report is no differ ent.  We should all congratulate ourselves, 
all 902 of us, for the most successful 2009 -2010 season.  902 of those people 
comprise 450 nippers, letõs hope they donõt all turn up on the same day!  We 
are now the third largest club on the Central Coast.  I w ould like to highlight 
some of our achievements over the past 12 months, this club operates 365 
days a year.  We started off with our obligatory Junior Carnival (Iõm sure 
Branch pencils this in every year for Toowoon Bay).  I would like to thank 
Dave Unger for his continuing help and advi ce in continuing to run successful 
carnivals.  We then followed this with the Branch Rookie Challenge.  This was 
followed by the very successful Fingal Bay Masters Carnival (front cover ð Mick 
Cook holding Fingal Bay Masters Trophy).  Our first Bronze Squad went 
through early January, followed by a number of First Aid, Defib, ARTD , IRB 
and other awards.  We would not be in the position with active members that 
we are without Denis Hannigan lassoing everyone he sees, not only to do their 
Bronze Medallion but to follow up with ongoing educational awards.  
 
We hosted the Disabled Surfers on three occasions last season.  We also 
hosted Glenvale Special School and would like to thank John Sullivan and Mei -
Ling Venning in choosing our beach for these very worthwhile causes.  
 

 
Glenvale  School student Nickolas Luyt with Mei Ling Venning.  Photo by A Knott  
 

We had a very good representation at all carnivals, starting off with our 
nipper contingent being very well represented at junior  carnivals, Branch and 
State.  Thank you to Graham Eager, Greg McMahon and Mick OõKeeffe for 
their efforts every Sunday with our Nippers.  Also, a big thank you to all the 
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Age Managers who turn up every Sunday to help, without the help of these 
volunteers we would not be able to run such a successful Nipper programme.  
 
Congratulations to Kate Ellis for winning gold in the senior ranks.  Hopefully 
we will have more participants in the senior ranks next season.   
 
And of course our Masters contingent, who wer e successful in winning our first 
ever carnival in Toowoon Bayõs 55 year history at Fingal Bay.  The Masters 
Team then went on to compete successfully at Branch, finishing 5 th out of 15 
clubs and then State, finishing 10 th out of 68 clubs.  The culmination  of this 
success was that eight of our masters representatives went to the Australian 
Titles in Kurruwa with Chris McCormick bringing back a gold in beach sprints 
and òToowoon Bay Lightningó 140yrs Womenõs Masters Sprint Team (Kaye 
Chaffer, Mel Ives, Allison Tucker and Rene Dalley) bringing back silver.  Iõd 
like to thank Kaye Chaffer for her organizational skills in the masters 
competition.  Next year will be bigger and better for ALL our competitors , 
Nippers through to Masters. 
 
Congratulations must also go to our Secretary, Jacqui Donadel and former 
President, Lyn Waters on winning bronze in 160yrs Womenõs Mastes Surf Boats 
at the Australian Titles.  Hopefully we can entice the whole team back to 
Toowoon Bay! 
 
I will conclude by sincerely thanking my fell ow board members, Helen Clifton, 
Jacqui Donadel, Graham Eager and Chris Manning.  Your board met on seven 
occasions during the season, were successful in a number of grants, two for 
the improvement of the club.  As you all know, we have run out of space an d 
itõs a pity that we were not included in the refurbishment and rebuilding that 
is now going on.  It seems we have suffered from our success, but your 
incoming Board of Management will do its best to rectify this anomaly.  
 
Thanks also go to Karen Eager who has worked tirelessly in the uniform shop 
and congratulations to Karen for being named Club Person of the Year.  
 
Without the painstaking work Irene Balderston does, filling out grant 
applications by the dozen, we would not have received funding for vario us 
equipment.  
 
Thank you to Chris Manning for having fully equipped patrols on the beach and 
to Craig Cole for keeping all the rescue equipment in working order.  
 
Thanks to Steve Parsons and Ian Wilson for doing such an excellent job as our 
function managers. 
 
A big thank you to Tony Donohoe for acting as the clubõs official, and to 
Megan McCarthy and Helen Clifton for completing the Officials Course 
enabling them take over the officiating role for Tony for Toowoon Bay.  
Without their help we would not have  been able to compete at many 
carnivals.  
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A big congratulations to Cathy McMahon who has worked for years in the 
background of our Nipper Programme and deserves this yearsõ Volunteer of 
the Year Award in recognition of her hard work over the years.  
 
Thanks to Bruce Mohr for his tireless work in the office as Reg istrar and 
anything else that po pped up, òJohnny-Oddjobó Richardson for fixing anything 
that needed fixing, Walter Stafford for his efforts on keeping our beach 
spotless, Mei-Ling and Bob Venning for their work with the trophies, m y lovely 
wife Ruth for putting up with me being totally involved with the club and her 
for her efforts as First Aid Officer, and she has the best equipped first aid 
room on the Coast.  
 
Thatõs it folks.  Thank you all for the 2009-2010 season.  Itõs been successful 
by any stretch of the imagination and forward we go for 2010 -2011.  Thanks 
for your company and see you on the beach.  
 
Mick Cook 
President 
 

CLUB CAPTAINõS REPORT ð 2009/2010  
 

Another successful patrolling season has come to an end and I am pleased to 
report that the beaches patrolled by us during this period were free of any 
fatalities and on only three occasions was an ambulance required (two 
suspected spinals and one marine sting reaction).  Congratulations to all 
patrols and patrolling members for a job well done, again.  
 
We started the season with 100% of equipment available to be put on the 
beach for patrols.  However, Craig Cole and his team were kept extremely 
busy throughout the season repairing damaged equipment, and had they not 
done so, then there were some patrol days when we would have had great 
difficulty providing serviceable rescue equipment to put on the beach.  To 
Craig and his team, on behalf of the whole club, thank you for the work you 
have done. 
 
At seasonsõ end we have quite a number of damaged rescue and competition 
boards, and whilst it is accepted that equipment will get damaged, it is 
equally important to take steps to minimise potential damage and to report 
the damage on the òwhiteboardó in the gear shed, which was put there for 
this purpose.  
 
The club membership continues to grow and I am particularly pleased by the 
increased number of members enrolling in the various courses on offer.  Even 
as you read this report, there are approximately 20  IRB driver/crew 
undergoing instruction.  We hope to have further trainers and assessors 
qualified shortly to assist the present trainers and assessors we have in the 
club.  I would encourage any member who feels they would like to become a 
trainer or assessor to put your name forward.  I would like to congratulate our 
Chief Instructor Mick OõKeeffe and his team of trainers for the time, work and 
effort they put in training those members to assist them in attaining the 



Annual Report 2009/2010 
 

 - 7 - 

necessary skills in the awards they ar e training.  It is these skills that we bring 
to our patrols that  provide a safer beach environment for the public who use 
our beach.  To our assessors, thank you again for the work you have done 
throughout the season, particularly with the bronze squads.  
 
We have a total membership of 902 made up as follows:  
 

 5-13yrs Nipper Members   392 

 13-15yrs Cadet Members   43 

 15-18yrs Active Members   14 

 Over 18yrs Active Members  141 

 Associate Members    304 

 Life Members     7 

 General Members    1 
 
Our beach statist ics are as follows:  
 

 Total patrolling hours    6,014.25 

 Number of patrolling days    73 

 Beach closures    1 

 Rescues     3 (2 by IRB and 1 by board) 

 Preventative actions    1,297 

 First Aid     165 

 Ambulance     3 

 Incident reports     34 
 
We have, during the season, qualified at least two new Bronze squads (Cert 
II), Radio Operators, Basic Beach Management Silver Medallion Awardees, 
Spinal Management, Senior First Aid and more.  The details  of awards are as 
follows:  
 

 Award originates from the club   1,324 (54 award types)  

 Proficiencies     805 (30 award types) 
 
I have been encouraged and heartened by the professional attitude adopted 
by the patrols and the patrol captains to their patrol operations and you are 
all to be congratulated for this.  You provide a valua ble VOLUNTARY life 
saving service to our community and you can all be proud of the work you are 
doing.  I know that I am proud of what the Surf Life Saving movement 
represents and proud to be a member of Toowoon Bay SLSC and the work it 
does as part of tha t movement.  
 
I express my thanks to the other members of the Executive for their help and 
support and to all those ôpartially invisible peopleõ (you know who you are) 
who help keep things going, offer constructive advice, pitch in and do those 
jobs that ne ed to be done without asking.  You present a warm, welcoming 
image to the public (the hallmark of our club) and enhance the image of our 
club and the Surf Life Saving movement.  You seek no recognition or reward 
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for what you all do, but without you, this c lub would not be what it is , 
possibly the best club in the branch.  
 
By the time you have read this, it is hoped that you have responded to the 
survey we commissioned (special thanks to Megan McCarthy and her 
organisation for their help, advice and assistan ce).  As I said earlier in this 
report, our club has grown, but growth for growthõs sake achieves little if we 
do not know what to do with this growth.  We need the input of ALL members 
to focus the direction of the club into the future.  It is your club a nd it is you 
that will help determine that future.  Please get involved in your club and 
help us to continue to provide well trained, well equipped and efficient life 
saving services on our beach.  This is after all our core business.  It is hoped 
that wha t comes out of the survey will help achieve this and more.  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my second year as Club Captain and particularly 
enjoyed the companionship and friendship that exists within this fine club.  
Look forward to seeing you all on the beach n ext season. 
 
 
Chris Manning  
Club Captain 
 

 
 
 

MASTERS COMPETITION REPORT ð 2009/2010  
 
It was another successful year for the master õs members of Toowoon Bay 
SLSC.  As a whole, the masters went in plenty of carnivals in the lead up to 
Branch and State this year, which was great to see.  
 
There were the usual suspects and some ring-ins who took the advantage of  a 
trip away to Scotts Head.  This carnival is in the spirit of surf life saving, itõs 
all about fun and participation.  
 
The Killcare Masters Carnival was a great day.  The conditions were extremely 
challenging with a scorcher setting in early.  Toowoon Bay cleaned up on the 
beach, winning medals in most events, giving the local clubs an indication of 
what was in store in future carnivals.  The water even ts were a great relief to 
cool off.  It was great to see some new competitors in the water events.  
Toowoon Bay proved to be very competitive in team events and the ôMatureõ 
age groups.   
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Scotts Head Masters Carnival November 2009.  From left ð Lyndall Wilson, Ian Wilson, Rene Dalley, John McCarthy 
Megan McCarthy, Mark Everiingham, Leesa Everingham, Mei-Ling Venning, Donna Egger, Paul Egger, Kaye Chaffer 
   

      
Not only did we have record numbers of entrants at carnivals but we had a 
historic win at Fin gal Bay.  The day was a scorcher, hitting the high 30õs on 
the beach.  After great success on the beach in the morning, we all took to 
the water with determination to show the Upper Hunter what we were made 
of.  Following the announcement of taking out the  carnival, a cold beer and a 
good laugh was in order.  This event was a great team builder for the masters 
crew, winning the carnival proved that with the team we have at Toowoon 
Bay, great things can happen.  

  
     Scotts Head ð Boards ð John Mccarthy 
 
 
Branch was a local event this season, seeing Shelley Beach host the wet 
weathered carnival.  Even through miserable condition s we proved, yet again, 
that Toowoon Bay is going from strength to strength, particularly on the 
beach.  Taking out both Mens 200yr and and womens 140yr relays was a great 
start to the carnival.  The medal tally increased rapidly with plenty of 


